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15th November 2020   Report from the President 
Dear Members,  
   What a year it’s been with the challenging events in 2020. Our 
lives have been turned upside down with this raging Pandemic across the world. 
An event no one saw coming and something that will be remembered for a long 
time to come. Those that are lucky enough to live through this deadly time can 
be very grateful and the people of Western Australia are in an extremely 
privileged position when comparisons are made to other states and other 
countries.  
 Yes, there were disruptions to everyday life and to a lesser extent, affected 
our social life playing golf on our great course at Rottnest. It was a very difficult 
time for the Island business community as the Island was closed and used as a 
quarantine facility for infected returning world travellers. It’s not over yet but 
being cautious and doing the right thing for one and other will always prevail.   
 Therefore, this year several of the planned season games that were 
cancelled will have “2020 Covid-19” as the designated placement plaque to 
acknowledge what happened in 2020. Fortunately, we were still able to get 3 
game weekends on the Island with participation rate at an all-time high. This 
helped to boost our personal mental health by being able to play and mix with 
the wonderful members of this fine golf club. A great deal of thanks should be 
directed to the current WA State Government closing up shop to the rest of the 
country and keeping all West Australians safe.  
 I would like to thank the Management and Match Committees for their due 
diligence during this season of uncertainty. The committees members gave me a 
personal guarantee that they would all re-nominate as committee members for 
2021 and hopefully once the vote is passed at the AGM they can get on with 
“unfinished business” to complete our very important milestone celebrations in 
2021.  
 The Rottnest Island Golf Club did however say farewell to some members 
that passed away over the year. A part of life but very sad to lose friends and 
love ones none the less. May they Rest in Peace. 
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 The club also experienced more enquiries and referrals from members to 
encourage friends to come and play golf on the Island. Therefore the 
membership number has grown this year, partially due to the closed border, like 
all metropolitan golf courses but more likely from the excellent player 
experience one gets when they play in our club event weekends.  
 John Birkett and Simon Bennison have been hard at work behind the 
golfing scene in deep discussion with the Rottnest Island Authority and 
Government Ministers. They are both firstly club people but have so far 
managed to oversee many improvements to the course and with the 
Government’s representatives understanding the need to maintain this “jewel in 
the crown” on Rottnest Island.   Many thanks to all involved.  
 The golf course lessee “Karma Rottnest Resort’s” generosity to the club as 
primary sponsor has seen the members received the benefit from the General 
Manger’s ability to look after a club he holds very dearly to his heart. Thanks 
Glen but I am pleased to point out to members that the club also gives back with 
a high rate of referrals redirected to Karma for golf enquiries. How this works 
relates to how the club website was established in 2012, “Google” works on a 
business being found by search “key words” that they will charge you for this 
privilege to have your name come up first on their search engines. Due to the 
smart selection  of “rottnestgolf.org" it enables the club to refer the many searches 
direct to the course operator “free of charge” from the club. So far this year 
there has been over 100+ golf enquiries since March 2020 from people wanting 
to play the course.   
  In conclusion, now in 2021 the club will celebrate the 60th Rottnest 
Cup and it is important that we recognise the foresight and hard work those 
early members put into making the club what it is today. So, I would 
recommend that at next year’s Cup and Ledger Plate, one should book early as 
spaces in the field will be at a premium.  
   Therefore, I would like to sign off by wishing all attendees at 
the AGM and members and friends of this great club a Very Merry Christmas 
and a healthy and Happy New Year 

Kind regards, 

Phillip Bray President  
Rottnest Island Golf Club   
  60 years in 2020!  The Celebration continues in 2021

Page  of  2 2

http://rottnestgolf.org

